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Italy. La Feuillade was besieging Turin. M. d'Orleans went
to the siege. He was magnificently received by La Feuillade,
and shown all over the works. He found everything defective.
La Feuillade was very young, and very inexperienced. I have
already related an adventure of his, that of his seizing upon
the coffers of his uncle, and so forestalling his inheritance*
To recover from the disgrace this occurrence brought upon
him, he had married a daughter of Chamillart. Favoured by
this minister, but coldly looked upon by the King, he had suc-
ceeded in obtaining command in the army, and had been ap-
pointed to conduct this siege. Inflated by the importance of
his position, and by the support of Chamillart, he would listen
to no advice from any one. M. d'Orleans attempted to bring
about some changes, and gave orders to that effect. But as
soon as he was gone, La Feuillade countermanded those orders
and had everything his own way. The siege accordingly went
on with the same ill-success as before.

M. d'Orleans joined M. de VendSme on the 17th of July,
upon the Mincio. The pretended hero had just made some
irreparable faults. He had allowed Prince Eugfene to pass the
Po, nearly in front of him, and nobody knew what had become
of twelve of our battalions posted near the place where this
passage had been made. Prince Eugene had taken all the
boats that we had upon the river. We could not cross it,
therefore, and follow the enemy without making a bridge.
Vend6me feared lest his faults should be perceived. He wished
that his successor should remain charged with them. M.
d'Orleans, indeed, soon saw all the faults that M. de Vend6me
had committed, and tried hard to induce the latter to aid him
to repair them. But M. de Vendome would not listen to his-
representations, and started away almost immediately to take
the command of the army in Flanders, leaving M. d'Orleans to
get out of the difficulty as he might.

M. d'Orleans, abandoned to himself (except when interfered
with by Marshal de Marsin, under whose tutelage he was)
could do nothing. He found as much opposition to his plans
from Marsin as he had found from M. de Vend&me. Marsin: